“The American President” Viewing Guide

Name: ________________________________________________________ Date: ________________________
Directions: Answer the following questions while watching the film “The American President”.  Turn in on Friday after the movie is complete.   HBO Go has this online!
1. What is Andrew Sheppard’s job?   _______________________________________  What branch of the government is this part of? (separation of powers!) ____________________________________  What level of government? (federalism!)_______________________ 
2. What bill is the President most concerned with signing?  ____________________What will this bill attempt to do?
3. During the scene where the President is discussing the two bills, what role (of the 7) is the President acting in? _______________________________________  How do you know this? 
4. Sydney Ellen Wade’s job is a lobbyist.  Explain what the goal of a lobbying firm is in the general sense.  

5. What is the specific goal of Ms. Wade’s lobbying firm? 
6. What is the job of Lewis Rothchild? (Michael J. Fox’s character) ________________________________
7. What is the job of AJ MacInerny? (Martin Sheen’s character) ________________________________

8. Explain why the President believes the energy bill won’t have a chance at getting the required votes in Congress. 

9. What type of bill is the President hoping to get passed as part of his role as legislative leader? 
10. During the President’s first date event with Sydney Wade, what role (of the 7) was he acting in? ___________________  How do you know this based on what is happening in the scene?
11. When the President tries to send flowers, he says “I don’t want to issue and Executive Order”.  Using your past knowledge, describe an Executive Order and tell me the role (of the 7) this falls under:  
12. What is meant by A.J.’s comment “politics is perception”?
13. When their second date is cut short by the Libyan situation, what role (of the 7) is the President acting in? _______________________________   How do you know based on what happened?

14. When the President tells Lewis, “people don’t drink the sand because they are thirsty for leadership, they drink the sand because they don’t know the difference”, what do YOU think the President is trying to say about the American people? 

15. What is meant when the President tells Sydney that she wasn’t screwed over, the environment was?  Think about what that means when he tells her “government is prioritizing”?   
16. Describe a scene from the movie where he shows the good skills of a diplomatic leader.
17. At the end of the movie, the President is told he needs to meet with his Treasury Secretary.   What role would this most likely be?  ____________________________________________

18. The movie closes with the President making a very public speech.  What is this called? ______________________ and what role does this fall under? _________________________________________________
